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DANVILLE HAS BEEN SLANDERED BY MAGAZINE WRITER.
IT IS A WIDE AWAKE, PROGRESSIVE AND PROSPEROUS TOWN,

Increase in Business for
the Decade Refutes
Magazine Slander. '

LET THE FACTS IN
THE CASE SPEAK OUT

Bank Reports, Postofice Accounts
and All Other Figures

Speak Volumes.

REAL ESTATE VALUES
AND BUILDING BOOMS

Danville Has Increased in Popu¬
lation, in Business, in Tax
Valuations, in Diversified

Interests, and.Along
All Business

Lines.

(Special from a Staff Correspondent.)
DANVILLE, ,VA. June 16..In tho

Juno numlrer of McClure's Magazine
there Is an article on Danville, written
by Ray Stannard Bnkcr, which, to say
the least of It, 1b tho worst advertise¬
ment of a progressive and up-to-dato
city that ever went Into print. Tho ar¬
ticle Is profusely Illustrated and abounds
In pictures of certain tenantless tobacco-,
factories, together with tho ruins of one
or two that have recently been burned
down, and with ono or two cuts showing
what tho article claims to bo a. decline
In the leaf tobacco business, and the
protographs of, two of Danville's loading
but misguided citizens. Tho article Is
entitled "Tho Way of a Rullroad "With a

Town, or the Story of tho Struggle of
Danville, Va., with the Southern Rail¬
way."

It Is avowedly an attack upon tho
Southern Railway because of certain
freight rate discriminations against Dan¬
ville, and said to be Irr favor of Lynch-
burg, Richmond and other markets. Its
attempt Ib to sliow that the Southern
Railway, by discrimination against Dan¬
ville In the matter of freight rates, has
killed Danville, and its Implied purpose
Is to work an influence on the Congress
of the United States, fow considering the
matter of putting tho making of railway
rates under the control of tho Interstato
Commerce Commission,

Some Truth; Much Fiction.
The article is founded upon, a modicum

of fact, 1!. Is true, and pity 'tis 'tis true.
But upon this £>mall foundntlon Mr. Ray
Stannard Baker writes fifteen pages for
the "McClure MAsazlne," which Is abso¬
lutely unirue, In that he draws a picture
of Danville, one of tho llvest and most
progressive cities In Virginia, or In the
whole South, that should never have been
drawn. He makes a picture that is a

fit <>ompanlon piece for Goldsmith's "De¬
serted VlIla_o".a plcturo that in the very
nature of the case Is untrue and, to say
the least of It, Is a very poor advertise¬
ment for Danville and a reflection upon
the whole State of Virginia.
The waves of prosperity which havo

been lashing tho shores of this great
country for the past ten or more years
havo thrown a large proportion of their
spray upon Danville, and to-day there
is not a more progressive, wide-awake,
up-to-date town on tho map. The article,
,when It appeared, was simply startring
to those who thought they knew better
things of Danville, and The Tlmes-DIs-
patch sent mo here to Investigate from
the ground up and ascertain tho truth or
falsity of the fifteen-page Jeremiad In
the Juno number of -icClure'B Maga¬
sine,"

A Just Complaint.
As stated above, r find It based upon

i small amount of truth, but in the main
falso. Danville has Just complaint against
the Southern Railway. She does not en-

|oy what Is known as competitivo ratea,
%nd on Incoming freights her business
men have to pay. a greater late tnan
.llher Lynchburg or Richmond, but not

heavier rates than .other Inland towns
that are marked on the railway maps as
non-competltlve points. Tho competitivo
rato Is what Danville has been striving

. for, and she has made a vigorous fight
to secure It. She ban spent large sums
of money, and Is now paying Interest on
a large bonded debt Incurred for. the* pur¬
pose, of assisting in tho building or com¬
petitive railways, She did help to build
three railways, hut In time they Were
bought up by the Richmond and Dan¬
ville Hallway, which afterwards became
tho Southern Hallway, and now, while
the railways spread out from Danville
north, east, south and' west, tney arc
all owned by the Southern and are opera¬
ted as one system, and Danville no longer
enjoys the compcltlve rates that Lynch-
bug, Klchmónd, Norfolk nnd «onto other
Virginia towns do enjoy.
Danville first appealed to the railway

Itself for relief and then It went before
th" Interstate Commerce Commlsplon and
there won Its case, but the Southern
ignored the order of the Interstate Com¬
merce Commission and appealed to the
United States courts. The courts- de¬
cided against Danville, against the com¬
mission nnd In favor of the railroad, and
there It would seam that the content would
end, hut citizens of Danville conceived tho
Idea of appealing to Congress and a
further fight was made when the ques¬
tion of placing rnte making under the
control of the Interstate Commerce Com¬
mission got before Congress.

Danville Hustles.
In the meantime Danville business men,

who have a most commendable pluck and
energy, pushed "their buRincss In spite
of the drawbacks, such as are alluded
to above, and notwithstanding the rate
discrimination complained of, DanV"'»«!"«
progress within the last fen years has
been wonderful, equally as great as that

:$|if Lyncbburg, Richmond, Norfolk, or

any other ..town on the map, and yet this
magazine writer goes to Danville at the
Invitation of some Ill-advised Danville
men and writes a fifteen page article
abounding In misstatements and false¬
hoods, which Is being circulated all'over
the country greatly to Danville's hurt.
I have nothing to say about Danville's

fight against the railroad. I am not
hero to defend tho railroad. Danville
has Just cause for complaint, but I am

hero-to deny that Danville is,In a state
of ruin, and Is on a par with Gold¬
smith's "Deserted Village," and within
the last two days I have gathered a suffi¬
ciency of facts to abundantly disprove
this statement. Let the facts speak for
themselves.
Mr. Baker In his magazine articles al¬

ludes to the fact that there has b.¡en
a decrease in the tax valuation of Dan-
vlilo real estate within the past fifteen
years.' This Is true In-one sense, but
Is easily explained. As is -well known,
the laws of Virginia-require that there
shall be a new assessment of real'es¬
tate and all other property for taxation
once in five years.

The Bowen Assessment.
In 1885, Mr. F. F. Bowen was appointed

Bpecial assessor. Danville had Just been
on a boom, and it is a notorious fact
that Mr. Bowen was a trifle too opti¬
mistic, and over assessed all Danville
property. "The Bowen Assessment" was
a subject of general complaint on the
part of tho citizens, and they appealed to
tho courts for reassessment, but were
not sustained. There was a hue and
cry for years against "the Bowen assess¬

ment," and In 1S90, when the late Frank
B. Gravely was appointed special a#>

sessor, there -was universal demand that
ho should cut down the Bowen figures.
Again In 1806 and again in 1900 and then
In 1905, Mr. Gravely was special assessor,
and in order to equalize the Bowen as¬

sessment, each time Mr. Gravely re¬

duced tho values in certain ppjrts of the
town, but in 1905, while ho continued.to
reduce the valuations on lower Main
Street, on account of certain local causes,
he did largely Increase valuations in tho
residence portion of tho town and In
some parts of the business section.
Thus It appears by the books that

laluoB on real estate are really marked
lower than they were twenty years ago.
Notwithstanding this the improvements
put upon the real estate, the numerous
magnificent tobacco factories and ware¬
houses, the enlargement and improvement
of the cotton factories and the erection
of-hundreds of splendid modern-private
residences have so Increased value that
tho taxes of this good year 13(16, paid into
the. treasury of Danville amounted to

(Continued on irourth Pago.)

BUSINESS PART OF MAIN STREET, DANVILLE, VA., LOOKING WEST.

BEUL ESTATE AND
BUILDING NEWS

Bad Weather and Absence of an

Exchange Knocked Business
in Cocked Ha_.

SUBURBS SHOW UP, HOWEVER

Building Operations Are Brisk,
and Cozy Homes Are Rapid¬

ly Going Op.
"Weather conditions for the -week Just

passed were such as to almost put the
real estate business In the hole.that Is,
the real estate business as It Is at pres¬
ent conducted In this part of the great
moral vineyard. "With rain nearly every
day and phenomenally cool weather for
tho leafy month of Juno, there was but
little actual business dono in the real
catate line. Some private sales were

made here and there, but they were

very private, and the parties to tho same.
Including the real estate agents who en¬

gineered them, are as reticent as If they
were carved out of Egyptian rock to play
the part of sphinx.
The cool and rainy week, however, has

been an object lesson that tho real estate
men may well taKo to heart and -study
with care. It is a shame that Buch an

Important part,of tho commercial Interest
of Richmond should be so entirely depend-
ent upon tho whimsicalities of the
weather.
Let a rain como, and all the real

estate men In Richmond ore Idle, un¬
less they can catch a customer who 1b
willing to trado on an unofficial blue
print.
. It has been rainy and cool all of this
week, and that Is the reason so llttlo

THE "DUDLEY BLOCK,"' DANVILLE, VA.
euiU «« an Invoetment fouc year« »fio. Every, «tor» and. room has a isnanfc

real estate hs been sold. But real cstato
ought to keep going, rain or shine, and
it would, too,' if there was some place
Where real estate buslnss could be trans¬
acted Indoors.1 What Richmond w-ants,
and wants badly, is a real estate ex¬

chango. The wonder Is that such live
and up-to-date'business hustlers as are
the real estate agents of tho town have
not long since established an'exchange.
Notwithstanding the bad weather and

the drawbacks incidental, thereto, some,
business has been done In the real estate
line. There are rumors to the effect that
some very large deals havo been put on

th edge of maturity, but the agents who
are engineering these reported deals, are

as silent and as close-lipped as a clam.

Suburbs Boom Anyhow.
Weather, be It cool,or hot or rainy or

shiny, does not stop, the agent who makes
a specialty of suburban property. They
hustle all the time. The Highland Park
Land Company reports several very good
sales for the past .week and prospects
are lively for future sales. Building is
still going forward, and all points con¬
sidered, Highland Park. Is still on tho
W6VÇ of progress.-
Forest Hill Park lots are selling'briskly.

President James F. Bradly, of the Forest
Hill Park Land Company, reports a rapid¬
ly increasing Interest In'this .beautiful
suburb. Forest Hi 11 Park Is one of na¬
ture's most attractive playgrounds and
the sites for homes t offered to homo-
seekers have many unique advantages.
The purest of water, easy access, de¬
lightful surroundings and terms on which
all can. secure a home..What more can
be asked?

Ginter Park.
Eight lots were sold at Ginter Park

tho past week, and two of the purchasers
aro already having plans drawn for their
houses. Mr. E. N. Newman, president of
tho Copprldge Heater Company, has 'takeij
the two lots at the northenst corner of
Rennte and Seminary Avenues: Mr. Sam¬
uel W. Meek has secured the three lots
at the northwest. corner of Rennle and
Charnberlayne Avenues, and Mr. M. E,
McCohnn, formerly" of Pittsburg, of the
purchasing department .of the American
Locomotive Wosks, purchased a lot on
the west aide of Charnberlayne Avenue,
between Melroso and Walton' Avenues,
and Mr. Alien M. Tonga,' of 104 East
Franklin Street, has bought tho two Jots
on tho east side of Charnberlayne Ave-
enuo, fronting the qp/mpus of the Union
Theological Seminary and looking down
iMelroso Avenue towards Brook Turn¬
pike nnd "Laburnum."

Four new residences aro now being
built there, and It Is expected that
ground will bo broken for several more
this week.

New Hand at Bellows.
Mr. Albert Kramer,. formerly of Dur¬

ham, N. C,'', has taken charge of the
business of the Brookland Park Land
Company. Brookland Park- Is' known to
all as one of Richmond's thriving sub¬
urbs. It adjoins Barton Heights and Is
reached by the First Street line.
Mr, Kramer. Is engaged In tho leaf to¬

bacco business, in Shockoe Slip, and has
his ofllco In the Tobacco Exchange build¬
ing, and will handle both the tobneco bus¬
iness nnd the Brookland Park property
from the samo ónice.

Clearing-House Averages.
(By Assocloted Press.)

New Tork, Juno 10..Tho statement of
the clearinghouse hanks for this woek
show that trie banks hold »7,703,376 over
tho legal reserve requirements. This Is
a decrease of 188,075 under last week,
Tho statement follows!
Loans, 11,060,078,300; increase, »913,700,
Deposits, »1,048,182,100: Incroase, »1,040,700,
Circulation, »48,487,400; doorease, »444,000,
Legal tenders, »83,761,900; Increase, »1,-

945,600.
Specie, »183,367,000; decrease, »1,773,600.
Reserve, »369,118,900; decrease, »173,000.
Reservo required, »302,045,625; Increase,

»261,076.
Surplus reserve, $7,703,375; decrease;

183,076.
United States deposits, »10,917,133) de¬

crease, »411,100. .

--+..- y
Patents to Virginians.

(Special to Tho Tlmes-plspatch.)
WASHINGTON, D, C. June 18.«

MessrB, Davis and Davis, Washington
Patent Attorneys, .report thejrrant, thl«
week, to citizens 'of this State, of tho
following paitenis:
Clayton W, Sohooley »nd O, N-, Casey,

of LeosburiT, nuit-look| John A. poarn-
berger, of Hoanofce, «team-'poileri, and
Junlus R. Wile««, of Norfolk, Joad-llraU
mechanism lot dovatora,

PUB FOR HUT
ELECTBIC LINES

The New Road to Fincastle is
Taking Practicable

Shape.

THE NEW LINE TO SALEM

New Company Expects to Fur¬
nish Light and Power in a

Few Weeks.

(Special to. The Tlmea-Dlspatch.)
ROANOKE, VA., June 16..If all tho

plans for electric lines to and from this-
city are carried out, there will bè a

net work around Roanoke. Not only 1b
the line to be built from Salem, but
rights of way are; being goten for a

line from this city to Fincastle. Mil¬
lionaire Camp, who has bullt tho bis
dam 'below tho cUy, is the moving-spirit.
He Is to furnish air the necessary power
and promises to otherwise aid the pro¬
moters.
People along the proposed Uno to Fin¬

castle are showing a very liberal spirit.
They are not only giving the right of
way, but several have offered to take
stock In the company. Time and time
again efforts havo boen^ made to build
a Une of some kind from'Flncastle, with¬
out' success. The big power plant of Mr.
Caimp"; has solved tho problem. He can
furnish all the power that Is needed
when he completes the plans he hus on-

hand. Not. content with his present
plant, he has secured another sito on tho
river for another dam, and also pur-,
chased a site on Bent Mountain for the
third plant.
The Uno that Is to run from Salem

will enter Boanoko on the north side,'
and coma Into the business section aver

Henry Street bridge. It will then run I

to the Fair Grounds, and but to Crystal
Spring, and go on to Vititön. It is also
plannd to continue tho Une to the power
plant. The river will be banked up for
three miles and furnish a largo lake on

which, boats of all'kinds can sail, and
it is probable that a park will bo laid
off there.
The new company expects to pet its

current Into the city within six weeks.
It not only offers light and puwer at
very low rates, but proposes to light all
the churches of the city freeof charge.'
The ^oanoko Electrical Company has

met the low prices lof the water power
compony by offering to light residences
¦for. $1 per month.
The rival companies prorrilse to make

things lively, and electric lighting will
be cheaper than coal oil in Roanoke, as

long: as the competition lasts.'
The Virginia and Tennessee Telephone

Company are progressing rapidly, laying
conduits for the wires. Between the
work on tho, Campbell Avenue drain, the
laying-.of'now- sewers,, conduits, and
streets grading, twp-thlrds of the streets
of the city aro torn up.
Several thousand'dollars will be spent

on Improvements of tho Academy of
Music. The lobtiy la to be enlarged,
new dressing rooms built, and tho house
frescoed, The fresco designs aro very
handsome,

' -*»-

TELEPHONE SERVICE.

Line Burned by Rcent Fire Pur¬
chased by New Concern.

(Special to The Times-Dispatch.)
SOUTH BOSTON, VA., Juno Iß.The

Dan River Telephone Company, hag pur¬
chased froth R, A. Perklnson, tho South
Boston Telephone Lino and its franchise.
Tho new company is composed of tho

following well-known men
Rufus'Owen, of Blnck. Walnut; A. A.

Owen and A. D. Wllklns, of. Turbovllle,
and Charlea tBrooks, of South Boston.
.During-the'-lire of Juno thoflrst, tho

central office of the telephone-exchange
was completely destroyed,, together with
a large.number of .poles. ,South Boston
has been without 'phono '.service, slnua
tho fire, but the now corripnny Is al¬
ready >at work putting.up now poles nnd
new linos of wire.
One Central ofllco will bo on Main

Strept, having formerly been situated, on
Broad, and an excellent 'phone service '
Is promised.

Mil IM :

ËROGERY TRADE
Has No Competitor Ja

South, and Takes
None in North, ¿Ê

FREIGHT RATES
FAVOR THIS MARKET

Twent3' Odd Wholesale Grocery;
Houses in Richmond Do a ,-'.
Business, the Dimensions -¦

;

of Which Are Simply
Wonderful to the

Uninformed. m

Richmond has always been a whole*.-'-'!
sale grocery market. Away back yon«^
der before the Civil War, there wero SB
houses In this city which sold grocerleaV.Vi
by wholesale to Virginia nnd Isorth CaroW.^Una retailers. In those days, tho business .. '.¦¦
was dono along very different lines' <v
from those upon which it Is now con¬
ducted, and wns confined to ,the two. v;
States named. Then, the wholesale groceç.iira
sold pretty much every thing,: not ox-'i'l
ceptlng heavy dry goods, such as sheet^'Ap
Ing, goods for tho making of clothing-; '*'

for tho negroes on the farm, etc.
Nowadays the wholesale grocer sbll«j(ri§

only eatables, and not all of them. Foi?**
Instunce, the bulk of the meat buslnosi.^l.
Is done -by tho packlns-housos, and the,-,i|
sit business Is distinctive. Grocers.-nojiís
longer sell leather as in the old days,' 'M
but that commodity Is sold by tho whole«^-^
salo leather merchants.
In old times tho grocer sold nails and

other hardware, but now that Is als'o ;"a\Ss
distinctive business, and tho grocer sell3.;..¦..<
only groceries proper, but the twenty*'^^'
odd wholesale grocery houses in Rich-: ¦'.: ;
mond sell those in such'. volurqo that.V.'î,
they do not miss the other lines.
Richmond merchants no longer sell Á |

green coffee In sacks, as In' the old'dnysj'yHÏ
but thoy buy immense quantities of green..;':'
coffeo, and In thotr own establishments '."'
roast the same, put It up In packageaA-.-Vj
in varloys suitable sizes, and; In thlsj- g.
shape more pounds of coffeo gö out of^'j'
Richmond than over before known In Its'Ç
history, Seven or eight of tho wholesale'-' :i
grocery houses have coffee roasting-. -;

plants, which they run in connection; v>*
with, their othor business, and supply '.^
pretty much all of tho South with roasted :'<;i;

coffees. '.'-.':.> ¦"'.'

Figures Tell the Tale.
It Is not an easy matter to get tho iij

figures that show Richmond's Immense ¿ .5
wholesale. grocery trade, but the bpoka-v.-jV
of tho railway companies tell n talo that ?r'i?
Is simply wonderful and will probably sur-v"
priBo many of tho readers of Tho Times* ^,.
Dispatch.
Figures obtained from tho shipping:;;.;:

books of Just ono of the trunk lines are¦?¦;.;
valuablo In this connection. Tho figure»;*^
from those books for the first three^g
months of the current year show that the""..'
wholesale grocers shipped during that ';;
period 1.76,000 tons of groceries, an in-
crease of twenty-five per cent., over the ;.-.- "¦.
same period of two years ago. Multiply
this total for three months by four. anûT-fS
you hove a year's shipments on a cori-'if'
servatlvoí ostimato of 703.000 tons.- Ad4^-.-:
to this what is know as "drop ship.-.', ">
ments," and also tho goods sold to thé';,
local trade in Richmond and Manchester»"\ ;
which do not figuro on tho railroad books» ,;
and we havo a total business of some-

thing like a million and a quarter tons\-;j'
of groceries that havo passed through_-¿
the hands of tho wholesale grocers during./:;
the past year. j.

"Drop Shipments."
"Drop shipments" aro heavy gooiU^

bought and sold by Richmond jobber«! '

(Continued on Fourth Pago;)

MASONIC TEMPLE» DANVILLE, VA.. J5ÜILT FOUR YEARS AGO AT COST OF $85,09


